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(b) The presiding officer shall an-
nounce at the hearing a reasonable pe-
riod of time within which any party 
may file with the presiding officer pro-
posed findings and conclusions and 
written arguments or briefs, which are 
based upon the record and citing where 
practicable the relevant page or pages 
of the transcript. If a party filing a 
brief desires the presiding officer to re-
consider any objection made by such 
party to a ruling of the presiding offi-
cer, he shall specifically identify such 
rulings by reference to the pertinent 
pages of the transcript and shall state 
his arguments thereon as a part of the 
brief. 

(c) Oral or written arguments shall 
be limited to issues arising from direct 
testimony on the record.

§ 18.90 Recommended decision, certifi-
cation of the transcript and submis-
sion of comments on the rec-
ommended decision. 

(a) Promptly after expiration of the 
period for receiving written briefs, the 
presiding officer shall make a rec-
ommended decision based on the record 
and transmit the decision to the Direc-
tor. The recommended decision shall 
include: 

(1) A statement containing a descrip-
tion of the history of the proceedings; 

(2) Findings on the issues of fact with 
the reasons therefor; and 

(3) Rulings on issues of law. 
(b) The presiding officer shall also 

transmit to the Director the transcript 
of the hearing, the original and all cop-
ies of the direct testimony, and written 
comments. The presiding officer shall 
attach to the original transcript of the 
hearing a certificate stating that to 
the best of his knowledge and belief the 
transcript is a true transcript of the 
testimony given at the hearing except 
in such particulars as are specified. 

(c) Upon receipt of the recommended 
decision, the Director shall send a copy 
thereof to each party by certified mail 
and shall publish in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER a notice of the receipt of the rec-
ommended decision by the Director. 
The notice shall include: 

(1) A summary of the recommended 
decision; 

(2) A statement that any interested 
person may file written comments on 

the recommended decision with the Di-
rector by a specified date; 

(3) The time(s) and place(s) where the 
record of the hearing transmitted to 
the Director pursuant to paragraph (b) 
of this section may be inspected by in-
terested persons; and 

(4) The time(s) and place(s) where the 
recommended decision may be in-
spected and/or copied by interested per-
sons. 

(d) Within thirty days after the no-
tice of receipt of the recommended de-
cision has been published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER, any interested person 
may file with the Director any written 
comments on the recommended deci-
sion. All comments, including rec-
ommendations from or consultation 
with the Marine Mammal Commission, 
must be submitted during the thirty-
day period to the Director at the above 
address.

§ 18.91 Director’s decision. 

(a) Upon receipt of the recommended 
decision and transcript and after the 
thirty-day period for receiving written 
comments on the recommended deci-
sion has passed, the Director shall 
make a final decision on the proposed 
regulations and waiver, where applica-
ble. The Director’s decision may af-
firm, modify, or set aside, in whole or 
in part, the recommended findings, 
conclusions and decision of the pre-
siding officer. The Director may also 
remand the hearing record to the pre-
siding officer for a fuller development 
of the record. 

(b) The Director’s decision shall in-
clude: 

(1) A statement containing a descrip-
tion of the history of the proceeding; 

(2) Findings on the issues of fact with 
the reasons therefor; 

(3) Rulings on issues of law; and 
(4) Any other relevant information 

which the Director deems appropriate. 
(c) The Director’s decision shall be 

published in the FEDERAL REGISTER. If 
the waiver is approved, the final adopt-
ed regulations shall be promulgated 
with the decision, or as soon thereafter 
as practicable.
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